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Summary of Request:

This purpose of this report is to update the Board on recommendations from the Texas
Nurses Association Competency Task Force, a member of the Texas Competency
Consortium, on changes to the Nursing Practice Act concerning continuing education.  

Background Information:

During the November 29, 2006 meeting of the Texas Nurses Association Competency Task
Force, Attachment 1 Amendment Implementing All CNE be Type 1 was distributed.  This
language amends Section 301.303 of the NPA relating to continued competency.  Of note,
is that Type II CE would be eliminated and 20 hours of Type I CE would be required for
relicensure.  

BNE staff has provided input to TNA requesting that Section 301.303 (d) be removed
because of redundancy with Section 301.303 ( c ) which allows the BNE to establish a
system of CE program and provider approval.  Staff believes that sub-section (d) gives the
impression that there is an “official” approved group such as the American Nurses
Credentialing Center.  This is not correct as sub section ( c ) indicates.  Staff believe that
all of the entities outlined in sub-section (d) do not need to be codified in the NPA and may
exclude other viable organizations.   

Pros: Continued competency for health professionals  is an issue of national debate and
review.  Changing the NPA to require Type 1 CE is a  first step in developing an enhanced
regulatory process for competency evaluation. 

Cons: None.  

Staff Recommendations:

None.  This report is for the Board’s information only. 
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