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Nurse Licensure Compact Update  
 
 
41 States and 2 Territories Have Enacted the Nurse Licensure Compact: Alabama, Arizona, 

Arkansas, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Guam, Idaho, Indiana, Iowa, 

Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, 

Nebraska, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, 

Oklahoma, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Pennsylvania, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, 

Vermont, Virginia, US Virgin Islands, Washington State, West Virginia, Wisconsin and Wyoming 

have enacted the Nurse Licensure Compact (NLC). In 2021, Guam became the first US Territory 

to enact the Nurse Licensure Compact followed by the US Virgin Islands.  The most recent state 

to enact the compact was Massachusetts on November 22, 2024.   

 



 
 
 
The most recent state to fully implement the compact was Connecticut on October 1, 2025, 

allowing registered nurses (RNs) and licensed practical/vocational nurses (LPN/VNs) who are 

Connecticut residents to have one multistate license, with the ability to practice in person or via 

telehealth, in both their home state and other NLC states. Nurses holding a Texas single state 

license who reside in CT have been notified by Board Staff of the NLC implementation. 

 
Partial and Pending Implementation in these NLC States and Territories: 
Massachusetts: The NLC was enacted in November 2024, and its implementation date is 
pending.  
Guam: Pending tentative implementation: Nurses holding a multistate license in other NLC states 
may practice in Guam. Guam residents cannot obtain a multistate license until implementation is 
complete. 
U.S. Virgin Islands: NLC enacted Dec. 6, 2021 and implementation is still pending.  Criminal 
background checks must also be implemented. USVI residents cannot obtain a multistate license 
until implementation is completed. Nurses in other NLC states with a multistate license may not 
practice in the Virgin Islands until implementation is complete. 
 
Compact Webpage:  The NLC website (https://nursecompact.com) is designed to include 
information and resources for nurses, nurse employers and educators. The site continues to have 
information for policymakers and stakeholders in states that have yet to join the compact. The 
site provides a more efficient and streamlined means of accessing the most current and accurate 
information about the compact, including how the NLC works and how to stay informed.  
 
NCSBN’s Compact Connection: includes legislative updates and information on APRN 
Compact webinars and NLC webinars, free, educational webinars to help nurses, nurse 
educators, nursing students, nurse employers and stakeholder organizations learn more about 
the NLC. Subscribe to Compact Connection by selecting “Nurse Licensure Compact.” 
https://www.ncsbn.org/subscribe.htm   
 
The Interstate Commission of Nurse Licensure Compact Administrators: 
The ICNLCA or Commission, facilitates cross border nursing practice through the implementation 
of the nationally recognized, multistate license through the NLC. The ICNLCA enhances nurse 
mobility and public protection through maintaining uniform licensure standards among party state 
boards of nursing; promoting cooperation and collaboration between party states, facilitating the 
exchange of data and information between party states; and educating stakeholders. The ICNLCA 
is a quasi- governmental and joint public agency of the party states created and established on 
July 20, 2017. The Executive Committee is the seven-member elected leadership of the ICNLCA.  
https://www.nursecompact.com/about/commission.page  
 
Rules Under Revision: The Commission has adopted rules three times since implementation of 
the NLC.  The third set of proposed rules were considered and approved by the Commission at 
the August 2020 virtual meeting. These proposed rules were effective Jan 1, 2021. These rules 
included Rule 408 (Federal Criminal Records), Rule 409 (Active-Duty Military Personnel or Their 
Spouses) and Rule 502 (Dispute Resolution).  
 
Rule revisions were considered by the Commission at their meeting on March 27, 2023, during 
an in-person, regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission in Seattle, WA. On April 18, 2023, 
the Commission voted to publish proposed rules and amendments, establish a comment period, 
and schedule a public hearing. The comment period ended June 26, 2023.  On the same day, a 
public hearing was held on the proposed rules. As required, the Board of Nursing published notice 
of the rule making process on the Texas Board of Nursing Website prior to the open comment 
period.  
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On August 15, 2023, the Commission held its annual meeting in a hybrid format and voted on 
final rules. Among the most substantive changes is an amendment to Rule 402 (Multistate 
Applicant Responsibilities). This rule change provides direction to nurses and stakeholders that 
an application for a multistate license in a new party state must be submitted when a nurse holding 
a multistate license changes primary state of residence within 60 days of the change. January 2, 
2024, is the effective date of the rule changes.  A copy of this rule update adopted by the 
Commission can be found at:  https://www.nursecompact.com/files/nlc_rules_2024.pdf  
 
The Commission last met virtually on June 17, 2025.  The meeting included consideration of: a 
new toolkit for member states to complete self-assessments annually to determine compliance 
with the Compact, rules and policies and procedures, a revision to the NLC Core Values, the 
NLC Committee policy, and a report on upcoming NLC elections. The Commission’s next 
meeting will be held in Chicago, IL, on August 12, 2025, just ahead of the NCSBN Annual 
Meeting. 
  
Resources  
Members can familiarize themselves with the governance and processes of the NLC via a number 
of resources, including FAQs https://www.nursecompact.com/FAQs.page  
Videos and other board resources are found on the NCSBN members only website, on the NLC 
tab, link to resources. 
  
APRN Compact: North Dakota, Delaware, Utah and South Dakota have enacted the APRN 
Compacts.  At the time of the meeting, five additional states had legislation introduced.  Seven 
states must pass the compact to trigger implementation. 
 
Texas Compact Statute  
The Texas NLC Statute can be found at:  
https://www.bon.texas.gov/laws_and_rules_nursing_practice_act.asp.html 
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